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&, Fraunksters: Since the Hawthorne Fire Chie? stated that 


simiisr objects had been reported in the past in this same area, and 
tnat tais conclusion wis reached, it seems cossible thet this 
sighting also could be attributed to pranksters. A small, gas Pillea 

balloon wi tg some type of lighting device and a flere would give the 
ppearances described in this report. 
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Qo. Nignt Pnotograohy: Possidly an individual or a concern 
“9U1G have 0 en releésing small balloons with photograohic eauip— 
ment end flares for night, aerial ohotcgraphy. However, it would 
seem ressonadie that any company conducting such a test or operation 
mould notify CaA if they intended to release balloons in the 
icinity or any airfielde. 
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2, An avaluation of “Probable ballicons? is given to this series of 


FRANK He YARECKT 
Major, US4P 
Commander Det 4 


OF THE APPROVING OFFICER 


Concur with the Preparing Officer that this sichting was 
probably caused by balloons. 
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The following article taken from the "LOS ANGELES TIMES" 
Trursday Morning, July 22, 1937 


Silver Sphere: 
Deflated as” 
jsky Mystery - 


‘Tt-was- almost“ like with the, | 
fying disks all over again... : 
The. queries. started yesterday ) 
afternoon among Big Bear Vai- 
ley residents 
“Ty Qat is that pear-shaped 
thing following the suc” wey 
/wanted to know.. 
Then lowlanders took up'the: 
curiosity cudgels, oe po 


As steaencinis “wore Into eve-4 
ning, -he silver-aphere was 
tracked. by thousands. of. neck-} 
craning .Southlanders while it 

slowly ina noruiwesterly 
| directions 


Astral Visitor Identifted 


At_Mt. Wilson. Dr. Robert S.. 
O28 chardsort solar observer, re- 
ported that he had scanned the 


servatory attache, also reported 
following the sphere by tele- 
scope. 

Their consensus, borne out by 
the Weather Bureau forecast 
center at Los Angeles Airport: 

A metecrologica!l balloon. 

The balloons are supposed to 
burst at high elevations after au- 
omatically broadcasting weather} 
information during their ascent. § 
ginia one apparentiv deveioned 

a siow leak and sank back to- 
ward eartn, weatnermen said, 

A general warning of the hal. 
jloon’s hovering over Los An- 
eles, describing it as a hazard} 
to navigation, wast issued «hort. 


ly before dark by the CiyjLaaee 
nNatics Aanmnistration air Toute 7 


trame control center here. s6 
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V DEF NORTON/AFS CALIF Ue 
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FM COMDR 27TH AIR 
TO RJEDEN/COMDR AIR DEFENSE C 


RJEPHQ/DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE HQ USAF WASH 25 DC 
BT | 

/UNCLAS/270I TAC G-S231 UFOB PD 

1. A. ROUND. B. HALF DOLLAR. C. BRIGHT STARe De ONEs Fe NONEs 
F. WITH BINOCULARS, LOOKED LIKE SOAP BUBBLE. Ge NONE. 

H. NONE, I, NONE 


ope eee we ee ee = Oe ew “= a | 


2. Ae HUSBAND NOTED OBJECT WHEN STARTED TO WORK AT (2% CENTURY 
FOX). Be APPROXIMATELY 45 DEGREES TOWARD MALIBU BEACH. Ce APPROXIMATELY 


~@ DEGREES TOWARD MALIBU BEACHe De SLOWLY MOVED AWAY. Ew GREW SMALLER 
IN DISTANCEs Fe 3) MINUTES. 

Se Ae GROUND VISUAL. Be BINOCULARS 7 X 35. Ce. NONE. 

Ke Ae 135002 W JUL 57. Be DAWN TO DAYLIGHT. 
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5. SOP LOS ANGELES 66,CALIFORNIA. 
/. Ae MR AND Og > Son. CIVILIAN. 
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2. LOCATION "112. CONCLUSIONS 


1c Wos Balloon 
a.¢Prebebly Balloon 
O Possibly Bolloon 


A 4 = ' ' a 
wos Angeles, California 


13 DATE-TIME GROUP 


0 Wes Ajirerafe 
O Probebly Aireroft 
O Possibly Aireroft 


2 Greun d- Vi sual O Ground-Rodor 
0D Aix Vi guol  Air-Intercep! Sadar 


Lee! _ 


fos Gut 22 . 
& PHOTSS 


‘(0 Was Astronomical 
O Prabobly Astronomicel 
QO Possibly Astronomicol 
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ff No Civilian 


17. LENGTH OF C8SERYATION 8 NUMBER OF OBJECTS | 9% COURSE O Other ee 
. LHres H G insufficient Dete tor Evaiuotion 
| {| generally 10 mins ht different tihes val abi }o Une 

lo, BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING | Ti. COMMENTS | 
Three objects seen at different times llew-up investization 
fie d as round orange-tinted objs, by Detachment j{oosSth [sS, ) 
fi i ) ately i045 feet in diameter. Jisclosedq that this sige ig wa 
Obiects were seen expioding. Oojects nrobabi mused by balloons. 
were seen generaliy for ten minutes. 
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Jccupa sions: meaeral aul.aging Lontrac 
3 a 15 is Li. .t weno 1 
jualifications; During World dar Il, SoU Sa 1G 
im Ja :wr z . ale | arg 
Ti, i IL[ITY: When interviewed os. u-Ls ws ry co 2 a 
» ec arked in> rest in determining tne cause of his siz . He was 
jservans, talked freely and ssemed to be of avera alli se. The “nror- 
ga cien given br S'U*03 is e nsidered to 52 reliable. 
Le n the evening of 21 July 1957, SOURCS and his fanily 
ero dining in their ocacxyard catio, At ap oroximately 20350 POT, 5s ULE 
2otieed an object in “he sky just Sast of his home at an estimated altitude 
of one thousand (1,000) feet, SOURCE described the object as 2 small sphere 
: | ubdout the size of a email pea nelid at arma's iength at tne time of he first 


sighting, The object then moved Nerthward, then to the Northeast until it faded 
from sight at aporoxinately 2040 PDT, Motion of the cbjeet was described as 
very slow and very much like a “small belioon ecavght in the wind currents", : | 


At 2050 PDF, another | abject, identical to this one was signted by SOUNCS, 
+3 


— 


s family and a group of nsichbors, This object was first sighted in the : ; 


| 
| lest, and it gradusily moved Eastward te the vicinity of SCURDS's home, At 
chis time, S UNCB telephoned *he Los Angeles Interna*ional Airport Control 
Tower and asked if they were releasing balloons with lights on ‘hem or if 
ot, did they see this.object. Hef Fig 2 Pt 1 (Los Angeles International 
Levert) and Pt 3 (S U5OT's home). Mr. MR tower supervisor at Los Angeles 
| nterma-icnal Ailrsort answered ‘he phone, stated that they were not releasing 
: sallcons and a the sky with negative results. At 2107 PDT, this 
: )ject apparently exploded and disappeared. The "explosion" was described 
| 13 Seeing 4 fice poreciss atom bomb explosion", white and orange in color, 
jo noise was neard, Following the apparent explosion, “he object disapvearad 

| somplessly. No falling debris was seen, At 21350 PDT, a third, identical 

object travelling the same course as ‘he second, was sighted. It also exploded 

| 

| 

| 
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le 


‘n the same aporoximate area as the second, Immediately upon sighting this 


ne, SLURCS again called Los Angeles International Airport Tower and advised 
>, Morton chat thie object was to the Nerth of “he sirfield, ‘ie meant 


Fig 2 aera a ee assumed *hat he meant Inter | 
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